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BOOK INFO
This book provides an in-depth analysis of the links between intellectual property rights and sustainable

development, two areas of the law have until recently been largely considered in
isolation. However, recent developments indicate that there are an increasing
number of links between intellectual property protection and sustainable
development, which need to be addressed. This book examines some of the issues
arising at the international level where a number of important legal instruments
have been adopted in recent years. It also examines in detail the process of
implementation in India.
This book focuses to a large extent on the patents system and examines in detail
issues related to the use of plant genetic resources and biodiversity. It examines
some of the impacts of the existing intellectual property rights regime on
sustainable development. It also examines some of the challenges linked to the
extension of intellectual property rights to new areas such as life patents and
plant variety protection. Further, it analyses issues related to the protection of
knowledge excluded from the existing intellectual property regime such as

traditional knowledge. This book also examines some of the broader issues related to the links between
intellectual property and sustainable development. In particular, it analyses the relevance of the concept of
differential treatment in intellectual property rights agreements and analyses the links between human rights
and intellectual property protection.
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Dr Philippe Cullet is a lecturer of law at the School of Oriental and
African Studies - University of London (SOAS) where he teaches classes in international and comparative
environmental law and intellectual property protection. He is also a Research Programme Director at the
International Environmental Law Research Centre (IELRC) based in Geneva. He studied law at the University
of Geneva and King's College London (LLM) and received an MA in development studies from SOAS. He went
on to receive his doctoral degree in international environmental law from Stanford Law School, Stanford
University.

He has lectured and consulted widely on international law, intellectual property protection, and international
and comparative environmental law in various countries. He has published widely in his areas of research in
such diverse academic journals as the Delhi Law Review, Economic and Political Weekly, the European
Journal of International Law, International Affairs, the International and Comparative Law Quarterly, the
Journal of Environmental Law, the Journal of World Intellectual Property, and the Review of European
Community and International Environmental Law.  He is the author of Differential Treatment in International
Environmental Law (Aldershot: Ashgate, 2003) and recently co-edited with A Gowlland-Gualtieri Key Materials
in International Environmental Law (Aldershot: Ashgate, 2004).
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